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ABSTRACT:
Development alternatives on Shebin El-Kom water front

Ismail Youssef Ismail
Professor of urban geography and GIS
youssefegyptgeo@hotmail.com 00201280610899

This descriptive and analytical urban study explores the
geographical features of the water front of Shebin EI-Kom town,
capital of Menufia Governorate which is located on Bahr Shebin
and El-Batanoniah irrigation canals in mid south Nile Delta.

The objective is to examine the effectiveness of the water front for
Shebin El-kom urban growth and haw its community deals with it.
The study displays the responsibility and effect of the canal for the
existence of Shebin El-Kom, its horizontal expansion and plan.
The growth of the built up area on the canal, its texture and offset
from canal sides are also highlighted.

The study analyzes the land use components, its area and length
on the water front. The types of buildings are explored and
analyzed in accordance with its function, design, dimensions and
rate of housing unites per building.

This study proves the attractiveness of the water front towards
modern housing, economic establishments and services, and the
verticalization phenomenon.

The study analyzes the water front landscape by utilizing cross
sections drawings, sky line-graph, and by examining buildings
facades and other architectural, engineering and traffic elements
along the Cornish. The negative impacts on the water front
landscape and environment are equally highlighted. The study
also examined the effect of water surface on air circulation on the
water front.

Regarding planning issue, the study compares some American
water front projects with local constrains and circumstances in
Nile Delta water front type. The study explores the potential
development on Shebin EI-Kom water front, the expected
scenarios and gives some applicable suggestions and precautions.
It is revealed that water front is a unique urban sector in Shebin
El-Kom, and it deserves more focused interest by geographers,
planners, other scientists and local community organizations.
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